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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
If you’ve been reading your newsletters and bulletins you might have 

noticed we have been offering a number of different small group oppor-

tunities and you might be thinking “What’s up with that?” Small group 

ministry is nothing new, its been around since the very start of the 

church (its essentially what the early churches were—groups of people 

gathered together over a common interest/cause/issue/need). Recently 

a report came out from a Baylor University study that evaluated the 

impact of small group ministry on the overall health and success of a 

church. Not surprisingly, the study found small group ministry to be 

valuable for connecting members to the church and to one another. In-

volvement in small groups increases the commitment level of a church’s 

members, promotes a sense of trust and open discussion, and provides 

support during difficult moments in members’ lives.  The report went 

on to say that any type of small group will benefit a church, whether it’s 

a Sunday School, a service group, or a basketball league, because of the 

belonging and commitment they foster. “But small Bible study and 

prayer groups are better at promoting discipleship and spiritual 

growth” noted the author of the report. The study also affirmed that 

members of small groups are more likely to tithe, attend worship ser-

vices regularly, and volunteer in service ministries.  

As the new program year begins I challenge every member to give one 

of our small group offerings a try. Not only will it offer you an opportu-

nity to enjoy one of your hobbies (or develop a new one), it helps to 

strengthen our community of faith as we spend time together sharing 

our lives and being the body of Christ to one another. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Tara 
Got Questions?  

 “Got Questions” is a monthly column written by the pastor which 
seeks to answer various questions church members may have 
about the Bible, church history, and church/spiritual practices.  

“If you know better but still do wrong because you want to, are 

you still forgiven if you ask for forgiveness?” 

Good question and one that has troubled believers from the very 

beginning. Even the Apostle Paul in his letter to the Romans ac-

knowledged “The desire to do good is inside of me, but I can’t do 
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it. I don’t do the good that I want to do, but I do the evil that I don’t 

want to do.” (Romans 7:18-19). It is this constant inner struggle that 

dwells within us that makes grace necessary. We cannot achieve sal-

vation on our own, but only through the grace and forgiveness of 

God can we be reconciled to God. In fact, chapters 5-8 of Romans 

offer an excellent reflection and meditation on humanity’s struggle 

with sin and the grace and peace that we receive from God, in spite 

of our sin (I highly recommend reading and reflecting upon it when 

struggling with this issue of sin and forgiveness).  

In Bruce Marshall’s 1949 novel To Every Man a Penny, Father Gas-

ton, a French priest, needs to hear the confession of a young German 

soldier whom the French partisans are about to sentence to death. 

The soldier confesses his love of women and the numerous amorous 

adventures he has had. The young priest explains that he has to re-

pent to obtain forgiveness and absolution. The soldier answers, 

“How can I repent? It was something that I enjoyed, and if I had the 

chance I would do it again, even now. How can I repent?” Father 

Gaston, who wants to absolve the man who has been marked by des-

tiny and who’s about to die, has a stroke of inspiration and asks, “But 

are you sorry that you are not sorry?” The young man answers im-

pulsively, “Yes, I am sorry that I am not sorry.” In other words, he 

apologizes for not repenting. The door was opened just a crack, al-

lowing absolution to come in….” 

Neither this example from Marshall’s novel, nor the words of Paul 

are meant to give us an excuse to do whatever we want but to help us 

to understand how it is that we can be forgiven time and again. God 

does not desire to punish us, and is always seeking to bring us back 

as illustrated in the parable of the lost sheep (Luke 15:3-7) and the 

prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32). Our faithfulness in obeying God’s com-

mands to live a life of righteousness, loving and serving God and our 

neighbor, caring for the outcast and the marginalized should be evi-

denced in how we live; but how we live does not guarantee our salva-

tion. For this we rest solely on the grace and mercy of God for “all 

have sinned and fall short of God’s glory but all are treated freely by 

his grace” (Romans 3:23-24).  

In our desire to please God and be in right relationship with God and 

neighbor we should seek to do what is right and live lives of justice 

and peace. But when we sin, falling short of the mark, and failing in 

our attempts to live a righteous life, we are encouraged to repent of 

our wrongdoing, to turn away from the wrong which we have done, 

seek to make amends for our failures or wrong actions, in the hope 

that God will indeed be gracious and merciful, forgiving us and re-

storing us to new life. This is the good news of the Gospel! 
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COUNCIL HIGH-

LIGHTS FOR AU-

GUST 

 

 At its monthly meet-
ing held on August 
11th the St. John 
Council approved 
the following: 

 
 Approved sending a 

letter to members 
and friends for do-
nations for replac-
ing the retaining 
wall. 

 
 Approved use of 

the Fellowship hall 
on October 8th for 
Youth for Under-
standing 

 
 Council Members 

present:  Sharon 
Reeder, Cherie 
Bersch, Bob Leh-
mann, Andy Bone-
ski, Judy Luckow, 
Mary Johnson.  Ab-
sent:  Donna  Tess, 
Greg Schwartz, 
Pastor Tara. 

 
 Next Council meet-

ing: September 
8th, at 6:30pm. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ATTENTION KNITTERS 

AND CROCHETTERS  
Besides the 

interest in 

quilting, an-

other ministry 

has come out 

of the Satur-

day Craft 

Day.  Several of us have ex-

pressed an interest in making 

Prayer Shawls. Several shawls 

have already been made.  If you 

are interested, please contact 

Pastor Tara or Joan.  This is 

something you can do on your 

own or as part of a group.  This 

is an exciting ministry.  Please 

give it some thought!  The group 

will be gathering at Latitudes 

Coffee House (corner of Pilgrim 

& County Line Rd.) on the 2nd 

Wed of the month from 2-4pm, 

beginning Sept. 14th. 

 
 

GARDENERS WANTED:   

Gardening With God meets on 

Wednesday’s, from 9-11am.  Devo-

tions and refreshments offered.   

 

ENJOY QUILTING OR 

WANT TO LEARN HOW:  

Plans are being made to start a joint 

quilting group between St. John and 

Our Saviour’s.  If interested, please 

sign up in the lobby. 
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EDUCATIONAL & SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES 

 

ADULT COLORING GROUP 

Did you enjoy coloring as a child? Looking for a way to relieve stress or just 

curious as to what this whole “adult coloring” craze is all about? Whatever 

your motivation, you are welcome to join us for an evening of coffee, color-

ing and conversation. We will be meeting on the first Wednesday of each 

month from 6-8pm at Latitudes Coffee House (at the corner of Pilgrim and 

County Line). Coloring pages and supplies provided or bring your own. Our 

first gathering will be on September 7th. 

 
MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
This fall we will be focusing our attention on “Women of the Bible”  We will 

be looking at Ruth, Esther and other well-known and relatively unknown 

women in the old and new testaments 

Meets at Our Saviour’s UCC, W172 N12533 Division Rd., Germantown, 

WI, from 11am-12:30pm each Monday beginning Sept. 12th. 

 

MORAL MONDAYS 

The purpose of this group will be to delve into some of the ‘hot button’ issues 

of the day, examine the facts, study scripture, discuss and pray that we may 

better understand and address these issues from a faith based perspective.  

This group will meet on Monday’s from 6-7:30pm at St. John, starting 

Sept. 19th. 

 

READER’S REVOLUTION BOOK CLUB 

We are starting the year with a new name AND a new location. Reader’s 

Revolution Book Club (formerly the Starbucks Book Club) is moving to Lati-

tudes Coffee House (corner of Pilgrim and County Line) and will meet on the 

3rd Wednesday of each month at 6pm. We will begin the year on Septem-

ber 21st with Girl Meets God by Lauren Winner.  

Fall 2016 Schedule 

Sept. 21– Girl Meets God by Lauren Winner 

Oct. 26– Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer (date change due to conflict) 

Nov. 16—Twelve Theological Dilemmas by Gregory C. Higgins 

Dec. 21– Twelve Theological Dilemmas by Gregory C. Higgins 

 

CRAFTER’S CLUB 

 Whatever your hobby, bring whatever projects you want to work on and join 

with other crafters for a day of fun.  New this year: materials and training 

provided if you would like to help with various “crafty things” to be distrib-

uted to area hospitals and nursing homes. Drop in for an hour or stay for the 

day.  Coffee, Tea, & Cocoa bar provided.  Feel free to bring a snack to share.  

We often order pizza & subs or you are welcome to bring a bag lunch.  Meets 

one Saturday a month from 10am-3pm.  Next Craft Day: Sept. 24th, from 

10am—2pm at Our Saviour’s.  Additional weekday dates are being 

planned….call for details. 

 



 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
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Outreach Committee 

Our second Brat Fry was held Saturday July 23rd, 2016.  Our Brat Fry sale 

profit was $ 288.00.  Proceeds from the profit will be used for future Out-

reach events and 10% of the proceeds will be given to Mission Alive.   

Thank you to those who came out to enjoy a Brat!   Thank you to those 

who volunteered at the Brat Fry Karen Becker, Bob Lehmann, Jeannie Leh-

mann, Chris Pickett and Caroline Romaine.  

 Approximately 35 members / friends from St. John U.C.C and Our Saviour 

U.C.C. attended the church picnic held on July 24th, 2016.  It was a beauti-

ful sunny day, but due to the heat we held the picnic indoors.  Brats, hot-

dogs, and roasted corn on the cob were served; along with dill pickles, po-

tato chips, watermelon, strawberries and ice cream.   Pastor Tara had organ-

ized and ran a Bingo game and held a sandbox treasure hunt for the chil-

dren.  During Bingo the movie “Joseph and the Technicolor Dream Coat” 

was played in keeping with the Vacation Bible School theme “Stories of 

Joseph”.  There was a drawing for two jars of candy.  Lucky winners were 

Bob Lehmann and  Mary Johnson.    Fun was had by all.   The event was 

Free to all who attended and was sponsored by the Outreach Committee. 

Total cost of picnic was $ 88.39. 

Mark your calendars   - Up Coming Events: 

 

September 2016 

September 11th, 2016 – Fall Celebration Sunday (Rally Day) – We will be 

decorating cupcakes after the service.  

Roberts Frozen Custard Fundraiser 

                        Monday September 19th, 2016     3:00pm – 10:00pm 

Join  St. John U.C.C. 

at  Robert’s Frozen Custard  Restaurant 

N.112 W.16040  Mequon Rd.   Germantown 

We will be having a Fundraiser from 3:00pm – 10:00pm. Invite members , 

friends, neighbors, co-workers and relatives to join you at Robert’s Frozen 

Custard.  St. John U.C.C. will receive 10% of all sales , dining in or at the 

drive up window.   No coupon is necessary.   More information at 

www.stjohnuccgermantown.org . All proceeds from this sale will benefit 

future Outreach events at St. John U.C.C. See Caroline Romaine for more 

information on the Robert’s Fundraiser. 

Fellowship  

Please consider signing up for 

Fellowship following church 

services in our Fellowship 

Hall ( a clip board with the 

sign - up sheet is located near 

the kitchen).  Join us after 

church.  All member and 

friends are welcome.  Any 

question contact Sharon 

Reeder at 262-251-5946. 

 

Dates available for members 

to sign – up for Fellowship: 

September 4th, 18th, 25th  

 

Dates Committees are serv-

ing Fellowship: 

September 11th, 2016 – Fall 

Celebration Sunday – Out-

reach Committee 

 

Outreach Meetings:  Any 

members wishing to join the 

committee are welcome.  The 

next Outreach Committee 

meeting is TBA.   We meet in 

the Fraederich Education 

room.  Contact Caroline Ro-

maine at 262-385-1327 for 

more information. 

Volunteers needed: 
Volunteers will be needed to 

provide rides to church mem-

bers who do not have trans-

portation to - from church.   

Please contact the church of-

fice or Pastor Tara Tetzlaff if 

interested in volunteering at 

262-251-0640.  

http://www.stjohnuccgermantown.org
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COLLECTION IS EASY!!! 

We are collecting UPC’s and 

Boxtops for Crossroad Child 

& Family Services, Inc., Fort 

Wayne, Indidana, which is a 

member of  CHHSM—the 

Council for Health and Human 

Service Ministries of the 

United Church of Christ.   

Campbell’s UPC codes are 
also needed.        
There will be a collection 
box in the lobby. 
 
 
ADULT WORK TRIP 
There is an Adult Work 
Trip to Pilgrim Center lo-
cated on Green Lake near 
Ripon for the week of Oct. 9
-15 planned.  This is to help 
maintain our camp.  Possi-
ble projects are cabin re-
model, re-stain picnic ta-
bles, re-stain bathhouse, 
replace underside of an ele-
vated cabin, stain deck, re-
paint window sills, fall 
clean-up and more.  If you 
are not able to attend the 
whole week, you would be 
able to attend part of a day 
or a whole day or a couple 
of days.  The cost is $8 per 
meal for part time.  Or $25 
per day for overnight stays.  
If this is something you 
would be interested in do-
ing, please contact Pastor 

 Sunday October 2nd, 2016 - World Communion Sunday 

“Neighbors in Need” – Pot Luck  Dinner 

On Sunday October 2nd, 2016 we will be having a Pot Luck Dinner following 

church service to celebrate World Communion Sunday.  A sign - up sheet will 

be located on the bulletin board on the stairway landing to the Fellowship 

Hall.   Please sign up to bring a dish, salad, or dessert to share.  We encourage 

you to invite your friends, neighbors, and families to the Pot Luck Dinner. 

Sunday October 9th - Crop Walk – more information TBA 

Saturday October 29th, 2016 – Trivia Night – more information TBA  

 

 

 

Recipe Corner  
St. John U.C.C. has some wonderful cooks and bakers and during 

Fellowship, Potluck Dinners or Vacation Bible School we have 

had requests for some of the recipes.  Each month in the Heart 

Beat Newsletter the Outreach Committee will enter a new recipe.  

If you have one you would like to submit, please drop it off in the 

church office, clearly labeled and we will put it in the Recipe 

Corner.  

 

 

Cranberry Nut Bread  recipe donated by -    Janet Robinson 

A  favorite at the St. John U.C.C.  Craft Fair Bake Sale                                                                                                                                                                     

St. John U.C.C.  Cook Book - Recipes from the Heart - page 76                                                                                

 

Ingredients: 

1 cup sugar      1 ½ tsp. baking powder 

1 T. grated orange peel        1 tsp. salt 

¾ c. water      ½ tsp. baking soda 

1/3 c. orange juice  1 cup halved fresh or frozen Cranberries (do not thaw) 

2 T. oil           

1 egg       1 cup chopped nuts 

2 cups flour 

 

Directions: 

Grease bottom only of 9 x 5 inch loaf pan. Combine sugar, orange juice peel, 

water, orange juice, oil, and egg. Blend well.  Add flour, baking powder, salt 

and baking soda.  Stir until dry ingredients are moist. Stir in cranberries and 

nuts.  Bake at 350 degrees for 50 to 60 minutes or until toothpick comes out 

clean.  Cool 10 minutes. Remove from pan.  
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CRAFT FAIR—SEPTEMBER  10—9am-4pm 

It’s almost time for the BIGGEST FUNDRAISER of the year! We hope 
you’re getting excited about the big day!   

Be sure to invite your family, friends, co-workers and neighbors.  We love a 
big crowd!  Posters are available to promote the event. 

A few reminders:  

There's still time to put up a yard sign.  Help us promote the Fair to our 
neighbors.  

We need the help of a few men to put out signs the evening before the 
Fair.  Please give a hand if you are able! 

We need everyone’s participation to make the Fair a success so please 
fill out a Helping Hands questionnaire, if you haven’t already done 
so.  Another copy is enclosed with the newsletter. 

There’s still time to make a cash donation towards the raffle ticket cash 
prizes. Script cards are also great because we get a double benefit! 

Turn in your raffle tickets as soon as possible.  Unsold tickets should be 
turned back in so they can be sold at the Fair. Please turn in your 
sold tickets by the morning of the Fair if not before.   

We can always use more theme baskets. Please join with family or 
friends to and make one.  The sign up sheet is in the narthex.   

BAKERY!!  Please package your goodies and list the ingredients 
(especially nuts).  This is a main attraction for the Fair and we need 
lots of items!  Try to have your items at the church by Friday after-
noon or early Saturday morning. 

Please give suggested prices on the items you donate to the St. John 
Craft Booth because we don’t want to undersell anything.  Try to 
have your items to the church by September 9th. 

We'll have a nice selection of sports memorabilia this year. Please pass 
the word along to all the sports fans you know.  

Don’t forget to come to the Fair hungry!  There’ll be lots of good food 
coming from the kitchen.  

Last but not least, come to have a great time!  It’s a wonderful way to share 
our church and grounds with neighbors and friends.  See you at the Fair!! 

 
 

WOMEN’S GUILD NEWS 
Programing and business meetings for the 2016-2017 Women's Guild 
will begin October 5. (There was no September meeting due to the 

Craft Fair.) Meetings begin at 7:00 with dessert, devotions and short 
program. (If there is program or concern that you would like to share 

please contact a Guild Member) We will be planning for the Thanks-
giving Baskets at the October meeting, November we will be putting 

the baskets together and December will be our famous Christmas 
Party with Take Away Bingo.  Sign up sheets will be posted.  Come 

and join us 
 
 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 
USHERS    
 4 K Becker & C. Pickett 
11 B. & J. Lehmann 
18 D. Tess & C. Vander-
lois 
25 G. & M. Johnson 
 
GREETERS 
 4 
11 Andy Boneski 
18 
25 Andy Boneski 
 
LITURGISTS 
 4 C. Romaine 
11 Rollie Pieper 
18 Mary Johnson 
25 Eric Hillstrom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are in need of Li-
turgists and Greet-
ers.  If you are inter-
ested in either of 
these, or both, please 
contact Pastor Tara 
for more informa-
tion. 



 

SEPT.  CALENDAR 
 
4th—Mary Poppins movie to 
follow Worship 
6th—6pm Craft Fair Mtg 
7th—9-11am Gardening with 
God 
          6-8pm Adult Coloring—
Latitudes Coffee Shop 
8th—6:30pm Council Mtg. 
10th—9am-4pm Craft Fair 
at St. Johns 
11th—RALLY DAY/FALL 
CELEBRATION 
          Noon-3pm Confirmation 
Class 
12th—11am-12:3opm Bible 
Study at Our Saviour’s 
14th—9-11am Gardening with 
God 
           2-4pm Prayer Shawl 
Ministry—Latitudes Coffee Shop 
16th –6:30pm Koedinger Re-
hearsal 
17th—2pm Koedinger Wedding 
18th—Worship Mtg. to follow 
service 

 
19th—11am-12:30pm Bible 
Study at Our Saviour’s 
             3-10pm Robert”s Frozen 
Custard Fundraiser 
            6pm Moral Monday’s at 
St. John 
21st—9-11am Gardening with 
God 
            6pm Book Club at Lati-
tudes Coffee Shop 
24th—10am-2pm Crafter’s 
Day at Our Saviour’s 
26th—11am-12:30pm Bible 
Study at Our Saviour’s 
             4:30pm Christian Bd. 
Of Education Mtg. 
             6pm Moral Monday’s at 
St. John’s 
28th—9-11am Gardening with 
God 
             7pm Lakeland College 
Confirmation Event 
 
October 2—World Com-
munion Sunday—Messy 
Church/Potluck 
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CELEBRATIONS: BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

    2  Gary Johnson  20  Craig Thomas 

    5  Ryan Wendt                   22  Alexus Toth 

    8  Elise Kubosch                       Lillianne Tess 

   13  Mary Johnson              23  Jordan Schaetzel 

         Addison Lietzau           26  Diane Ramthun 

   15  Sharon Reeder              29  Michelle Pickett 

                                                  30  Kelly Wallschlaeger 

 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

    8  Craig & Andrea Thomas 

    11  John & Sheila Schaetzel 

    20  Jacob & Ashley Skrober 

    22  Mike & Ann Wallschlaeager 

    23  Ken & Joan Schaetzel 

    30  Patrick & Jill Lemke PRAYER LIST 

 Prayers for Mike 
Szymik 

 Prayers for our 
church that it may 
grow 

 Prayers for Mary 
Ann Toth 

 Prayers for Kirk 
(Lois Cozzuli's son) 
and Nicole (Lois 
Cozzuli's daughter  

 Prayers for Laura 
W., as she battles 
cancer 

 Prayers for James, 
friend of Donna 
Tess 

 Prayers for Liz W., 
sister of Barb W. 

 Prayers for Ann La-
Marre 

 Prayers for Diann 
Schaetzel 

 



 

ST. JOHN UCC 

N104W14181 Donges Bay Rd. 

Germantown, WI  53022 

 

 

Our Mission is to Celebrate, Reach 

Out, Enrich, and Welcome in the 

name of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
 
 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES  
 
Sunday Worship Service at St. John UCC—
10:30am 
 
Sunday School:  11:15-Noon at St. John UCC, 
starting September 11th 
 
Sunday Worship Service at Our Saviour’s UCC—
8:30am          

 

PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 


