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I write this from the quiet of my study after this year’s Good Fri-
day service and find the silence disconcerting. For those of you 
not in attendance, the service simply ended after the final 
hymn….no benediction, no ringing of the bell, nothing, leaving us 
to wait and hope for Easter. What was most disturbing to me was 
the loneliness of leaving worship without a sense of community, 
without having chats with parishioners. Silence can be good, as 
the saying goes “The silence of God is not the silence of a grave-
yard but the silence of a garden growing” On Good Friday, it is 
good to experience the silence, to listen for God’s voice. And per-
haps what the silence teaches us, in addition to listening for God, 
is that we crave community. Christianity, in the words of one of 
my former professors, is indeed a team sport….no matter what 
we may claim, the reality is that we cannot be Christians apart 
from others…we need community.  
 
This month our lectionary readings include one of my favorite 
passages in the Acts of the Apostles that describes the actions of 
the early community of believes (Acts 2:42-47).  Here we have 
what I believe to be one of the best examples of how God desires 
for us to live. Those who were baptized and professed their belief 
in the gospel transformed their lives because of their beliefs. 
Their days were filled with studying the teachings of the church 
leaders, of being in community with others, of sharing meals, 
and in prayer. Those who had more gave of their possessions to 
provide for those who had need within the community.  
 
Most of us will readily admit we need God, but we aren’t always 
so ready to admit that we also need one another. The church is to 
exist not merely as a monument to God’s glory but as a place 
from which momentum may be gained. We gather together as 
people of faith so that we may grow in that faith, that we may 
ever increase in knowledge of God, in grace, in generosity, in that 
goodness exhibited by those early believers in the book of Acts. 
We can be a powerful force for change in our community when 
we work together. Our lives as Christians, our lives together, are 
to be a balancing act of “ora et labora” or “work and prayer”…and 
when done in community these individual acts of service and of 
worship are magnified and transformed. On our own we may feel 
small and insignificant, as Mother Teresa once wrote “We our-
selves feel that what we are doing is just a drop in the ocean. But 
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At its monthly meeting held on April 10th, the St. John Church Council: 

• Approved revised policies for member and non-member weddings and facilities 
use. 

• Discussed the office secretary vacancy. 

• Set the annual Board of Elders meeting for May 18th. 

• Discussed the summer service schedule with Our Saviour’s UCC. 

 

Present: Eric Hillstrom, Andy Boneski, Mary Johnson, Cherie Bersch, Mike 
Szymik, Judy Luckow, Sharon Reeder, Marilyn Boettcher, Donna Tess, Pastor 
Tetzlaff 

Absent: None 

Next Council meeting: May 8, 2014 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  

if that drop was not in the ocean, I think the ocean would be the 
less because of that missing drop…If we wait till we get the num-
bers, then we will be lost in the numbers.” Each of us may feel 
like that little rain drop, but together those individual drops of 
water can nourish an entire field. As we travel through these joy-
ous days of the Easter season, quickly approaching Pentecost 
may we be conscious of our need to be together, and the strength 
of community. We can, and already are, making a difference in 
our community, we can (and are) voices for change, voices of 
compassion, voices of hope in our world. Together let us con-
tinue to imagine and work towards the good that can come to 
this world when we work with God and one another in bringing 
forth God’s holy kingdom. 
 
Grateful for this community of faith, 
 
Pastor Tara 
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Volunteers are needed to provide rides to church members who do not have transpor-
tation to and from church. Please contact the church office or Pastor Tara Tetzlaff if 
you are interested in volunteering at 262-251-0640.  

GARDENING WITH GOD 

Calling all green thumbs! Beginning in June we will be starting a weekly 
group to gather to maintain our beautiful prayer gardens, share in some 
light refreshments and have a short devotional. We would like your input. 
If you are interested, please sign up on the table in the church lobby or 
email the office indicating what day(s) and time(s) of the week work best 
for you and we will try to schedule based on greatest interest.  



ST. JOHN CRAFT FAIR 2014 
RECIPE CORNER  

St. John U.C.C. has some 
wonderful cooks and bak-
ers and during Fellow-
ship or Potluck Dinners 
we have had requests for 
some of the recipes.  Each 
month in the Heart Beat 
Newsletter the Outreach 
Committee will enter a 
new recipe.  If you have 
one you would like to 
submit, please send it to 
Sloan Letman at sloanlet-
man@gmail.com and we 
will put it in the Recipe 
Corner. This recipe and 
more can be found on  
our website under Fel-
lowship/Recipe Corner. 
 
Shoo-fly Pie recipe was 
donated by Audrey and 
Gene Dettmann at Our 
Saviour UCC. 
 
Crumb Mixture 
 
2 cups flour 
¾ cup brown sugar 
1/3 cup butter  
½ teaspoon nutmeg 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
                   
Syrup Mixture 
 
1 cup molasses 
½ cup brown sugar 
2 eggs 
1 cup hot water 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
dissolved in the hot water 
2 unbaked 8 inch pie 
crusts  
 
Mix crumb ingredients to-
gether until crumbs are 
formed.  In separate bowl, 
mix syrup ingredients to-
gether.  Pour 1/2 of syrup 
into each pie she1l, then top 
each with crumbs, using 1/2 
each.  Bake at 400 degrees 
for 10 minutes.  Reduce heat 
to 350 degrees and bake for 50 

more minutes.  Cool com-

pletely before cutting.  Can be 

served with whipped cream or 
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The Craft Fair Committee is making 

plans for our big day in September. 

As you do Spring cleaning, we have 

a request.  Please check for Craft 

Fair yard signs that may have found 

their way to the back of your garage 

or garden shed.  We can reuse them 

by simply using stickers to change 

the date. If you are planting a gar-

den this summer, consider adding a 

row of fruits or vegetables for St. John.  We can use them in the 

kitchen and in the bake sale area.  Thanks! 

If you know someone who may be interested in exhibiting, appli-

cations can be picked up or e-mailed from the church office or 

printed off the St. John website. Our craft booths are $30 and 

young crafters can exhibit for only $10. Post cards advertising our 

fair to vendors are available in the office and the fellowship hall. 

Now is also the time to start thinking about making a theme bas-

ket. Check out the sign up sheet that will be in the Narthex soon. 

Remember, the baskets don’t have to be large; small, practical or 

creative are all appealing! 

We also want to thank those of you who have already donated 

cash or prizes to the Raffle.  For those of you still considering it, 

we need your help!  While the cash raffle has been extremely 

popular, we also gladly accept other raffle items as well.  Gift 

cards for gas, restaurants, fast food, grocery stores and book-

stores are popular items but we welcome any donations of new 

items for this raffle. If you opt for gift cards, remember to order 

them through Script and the church benefits twice! 

If you are interested in donating cash for the youth raffle, there 

are envelopes on the bulletin board on the landing.  We would 

like to purchase a savings bond or two for the youth raffle.  As far 

as other donations for the youth raffle, gift certificates are always 

popular.  Again, we welcome any item. Watch for more info soon 

for when raffle tickets will be available for sale. 



OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

St. John UCC’s SUPER Tuesday Ruby Tuesday’s Fundraiser    
Tuesdays in May (6th, 13th, 20th, 27th) Members, friends, neighbors, 
co-workers and relatives will take flier to Ruby Tuesday on set dates, 
and for every order and flier received when purchasing a meal St. 
John U.C. C. will receive 20% of the sales profit.  You must have the 
flier and present it with your order or we will not receive the 20%  of 
the sale.   Fliers will be available at church in the church bulletin or on 
the church website at www.stjohnuccgermantown.org. 
Scrip gift cards available for Ruby Tuesday $25.00 per card.   St. John 
U.C.C. will get an additional 8% back when using the Scrip – Ruby 
Tuesday gift card.  See Chris Pickett for Ruby Tuesday Scrip gift card.  
 
Ruby Tuesday is located at 10843 W. Park Place  - Milwaukee  (107th 
and Good Hope Road)  Hours:  M – Th. 11am – 11pm,   Fri. – Sat. 
11am -12am,  Sunday 10am – 10pm.  Phone number: 414-359-9860.  
All proceeds from this sale will benefit future Outreach events at St. 
John U.C.C.   

Report on March 30th, 2014 – “One Great Hour of Sharing” – Church 
Pot Luck  Luncheon We had 25 members in attendance. Various deli-
cious dishes were served. The Outreach Committee provided ham and 
rolls.  The Outreach Committee had decorated tables with colorful Ger-
ber Daisy’s. Thank you to all the members who brought dishes to pass. 
 

CELEBRATIONS: BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

SUPER TUESDAY RUBY TUESDAY FUNDRAISER  

May Birthdays 
1- Mary Ann Toth and Matt Luckow 
2- Christine Toth 
5- John Delain 
9- Sloan T. Letman, IV and Jennifer Pickett 
12- Joan Schaetzel 
14- Connie Ellingson 
17- Virginia Wendt and Julie Wolf 
18- Cherie Bersch 
23- Bob Lehmann 
31- Jeannie Lehmann and Andrea Thomas 
 
May Anniversaries 
5- Jay and Christine Toth (30 years) 
16- David and Dawn Taylor (33 years) 
17- Kevin and Jennifer Andrea (39 years) 
18- Ned and Caroline Romaine (30 years) 
31- Gary and Mary Johnson (28 years) 
 
If someone’s birthday or anniversary is missing or if the date 
is incorrect, please notify Mary Ann Toth. 
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“New Spring planting for the Community Prayer Garden” 
Annual Church Spring Clean up  Saturday May 3rd, 2014        
9:00am – 12:00pm 
This is our annual church clean–up day where we will be planting 
new spring plants for the Community Prayer Garden. We will need 
as many members, friends, volunteers as needed for this project.  
This includes cleaning inside and outside the church, grounds 
clean–up, and doing repairs. We will also have a group of volun-
teers distributing church fliers in the Germantown area. 
 
The Outreach Committee will provide donuts, coffee, and juice fol-
lowed by a light lunch after the clean up. We will have a raffle for 
volunteers ~ one youth and one adult could win a scrip gift card. 

WEED FEED AND SEED 

  5 

 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday, May 7th.  This is our plan-
ning meeting, so  if you have any ideas for programs, please let us 
know!! 
 
Also a big THANK YOU to all of you who brought items for the 
Easter Breakfast! If you didn't get your items to church bring 
them another time to help stock our kitchen as these items are 
always needed. 
 
Shady Lane fundraiser coupons are available from Judy Luckow 
or Mary Ann Toth. The cost is $10.00 and can be used towards 
the purchase of regular priced items through June 30th. 

Since 1957, the United Church of Christ has been the church of firsts, weav-

ing God’s message of hope and extravagant welcome with action for justice 

and peace. Together, we live out our faith in ways that effect change in our 

communities.  The UCC's many "firsts" mean that we have inherited a tradi-

tion of acting upon the demands of our faith.  When we read in Galatians: 

"There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 

longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus"—a demand is 

made upon us. And so we were the first historically white denomination to 

ordain an African-American, the first to ordain a woman, the first to ordain 

an openly gay man, and the first Christian church to affirm the right of same-

gender couples to marry. We were in the forefront of the anti-slavery move-

ment and the Civil Rights movement.  Our response to the demands of our 

faith is woven into the history of our country.  

Taken from the UCC website: www.ucc.org 

WOMENS GUILD NEWS 

THE UCC AS A CHURCH OF FIRSTS  



  



Please consider signing up for Fellowship following church services in 
our Fellowship Hall (a clip board with the signup sheet is located near 
the kitchen).  Join us after church.  Everyone is welcome.  Any questions 
contact Sharon Reeder at 262-251-5946. 

Sunday, May 5, 2014 
Communion by Intinction  
Greeter- Marilyn Boettcher 
Usher- Karen Becker and Chris Pickett 
Liturgist- Diane Daub 
 
Sunday, May 11, 2014 Mother’s Day 
Greeter- Marilyn Gabrielson 
Usher- Bob and Jeannie Lehmann 
Liturgist- Young Person 
 
Sunday, May 18, 2014 
Greeter- Gayle Johnson 
Usher- Eric and Susan Hillstrom 
Liturgist- Eric Hillstrom 
 
Sunday, May 25, 2014 
Greeter- Gary Johnson Family 
Usher- Marge Wundrock and Mary Ann Toth 
Liturgist- Rollie Pieper 

May/June  
 
Weed, Feed, and Seed  
Saturday May 3rd, 2014        
9:00am – 12:00pm  
 
“Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers” at the Menomonee 
Falls Patio Players on Sunday 
May 4th, 2014 at 2:00pm. Dinner 
will be served at the church after 
returning from the event.  A 
signup sheet will be posted in the 
stairwell.   
 
St. John UCC’s SUPER Tues-
day, Ruby Tuesday’s Fund-
raiser    
Tuesdays in May (6th, 13th, 20th, 
27th) 
 
Youth Fundraiser at  
La Chimenea   
We will receive the 15% of  Gross 

Sales on Tuesday, May 6, 2014 
 
Sunday School Teacher/High 
School/College Graduation 
Recognition  
Sunday, May 18, 2014 
 
Dedication of Community 
Prayer Garden and Memo-
rial Service  
Sunday, May 25, 2014 
 
June  
 
Confirmation Sunday  
Sunday, June 3, 2014  
 
Wisconsin Conference An-
nual Meeting  
June 6-8, 2014 in Green Lake, WI 

GREETERS, USHERS, AND LITURGIST  

UPCOMING EVENTS  
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ST. JOHN UCC 

N104W14181 Donges Bay Rd. 

Germantown, WI  53022 

 

 

Our Mission is to Celebrate, Reach 

Out, Enrich, and Welcome in the 

name of Jesus Christ . 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please keep these individuals in your prayers: Eric Tess 
 
Please contact Pastor Tara if you have any Prayer Requests.  
Please understand that consent from the individual is necessary for the prayer request to 
be made public.  
 
In The Event of Severe Weather 
Any cancellations of worship services or other activities at St. John can be found by 
watching local television channels 4, 6, 12 & 58 (they also post this information on their 
respective websites), as well as by accessing the St. John website – 
www.stjohnuccgermantown.org. 

PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 


