
March 2014 

 

St. John United Church of Christ  

 In a recent Bible study session we watched the video of 
Rob Bell's reflection on riches. The video put our views on wealth 
in America in perspective when compared to the worlds as a 
whole. The point of the video was that we, as Americans, have 
been truly blessed, and how as Christians we are called upon to 
be a blessing to others. What really stuck with me from the video 
was the fact that the cost to eliminate world hunger is roughly 
what Americans spend on ice cream in one year. I admit that 
blows my mind that 1.5 million children die from hunger every 
year, and it could be prevented! This is not meant to be a guilt 
trip but rather a point of hope for a situation that often seems so 
overwhelmingly huge. This is something that is not only do-able 
but it wouldn’t even require a major change in our lifestyle. I find 
it exciting and hopeful that we can indeed make a difference, 
with even this little bit of effort. 
 
Giving up one little luxury isn’t going to change the world over 
night…but maybe it might change and transform us a little bit, to 
open our hearts and minds to the needs of our neighbors, the 
ones just down the street and the ones halfway around the globe. 
As we enter this season of Lent, let us recall the words of Jesus 
who said, “ Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 
'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of 
me, I was in prison and you visited me.' Then the righteous will 
answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave 
you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when 
was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked 
and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or 
in prison and visited you?' And the king will answer them, 'Truly 
I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.' (Mat 25:34-40 NRSV). 
Through simple gestures of compassion and kindness we can 
move towards God’s vision of a just society where everyone is 
fed. 
 Many people give up something for Lent: chocolate, des-
serts, soda pop, meat on Friday. I’ve never been a big fan of that 
because I didn’t see a lot of value in it. But as I have been consid-

(Continued on page 2) 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Council Highlights ................... 2 

Committee Report  .................. 3 

Recipe Corner .......................... 3 

Celebrations ............................. 4 

Joint Choir ............................... 5 

March Calendar ....................... 6 

Greeters and Ushers List ......... 7 

 

Heartbeat News  

St. John UCC 

262-251-0640 

stjohnucc53022@sbcglobal.net 

Pastor’s Cell:  

262-293-6645  



 

Council Highlights – February 

At its monthly meeting held on February 13th, the St. John Church Council: 

• Appointed church officers for 2014. They are: 

   President Eric Hillstrom 

   Vice-President Andy Boneski  

   Treasurer Mike Szymik 

   Financial Secretary Cherie Bersch 

   Recording Secretary Marilyn Boettcher 

   Corresponding Secretary Donna Tess 

   Elder Mary Johnson 

   Trustee Judy Luckow 

   Deacon Sharon Reeder 

• Discussed policies for non-member weddings and facilities use. 

• Discussed the status of the new website hosting service. 

• Discussed the office secretary vacancy. 

• Discussed St. John’s participation in the Wisconsin Conference church renewal 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  

ering various spiritual prac-
tices, I’ve been thinking about 
what it is I can do during the 
upcoming Lenten season to 
work towards the justice and 
righteousness that God calls us 
to work towards. So I’ve de-
cided to give up ice cream for 
the forty days of Lent…and 
then donate that money to 
programs that combat hunger 
both locally and globally. Will 
you join me? If so, beginning 
on Ash Wednesday I invite you 
to begin setting aside the 

money that you would nor-
mally spend on ice cream.  
Watch our bulletins and next 
month’s newsletter for more 
information on this project 
and the programs it will help 
fund. Then on that 1st Monday 
after Easter, celebrate the end 
of our “ice cream fast” at the 
St. John UCC fundraiser night 
at Robert’s Frozen Custard.  
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Tara 
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Volunteers are needed to provide rides to church members who do not have transpor-
tation to - from church. Please contact the church office or Pastor Tara Tetzlaff if you 
are interested in volunteering at 262-251-0640.  



CHURCH FINANCIAL UPDATE  

RECIPE CORNER  

St. John U.C.C. has some 
wonderful cooks and 
bakers and during Fel-
lowship or Potluck Din-
ners we have had re-
quests for some of the 
recipes.  Each month in 
the Heart Beat Newslet-
ter the Outreach Com-
mittee will enter a new 
recipe.  If you have one 
you would like to sub-
mit, please send it to 
Sloan Letman at 
sloanletman@gmail.com 
and we will put it in the 
Recipe Corner.  
 
Spiced Nuts   Recipe do-
nated by: Jeannie Leh-
mann 
 
Ingredients:  
 
4-5 cups Nuts, Your fa-
vorite, or a mix 
4 tablespoons butter, 
melted 
2 table-
spoons Worcestershire 
sauce 
3/4 teaspoon seasoned 
salt 
1/2 teaspoon garlic pow-
der 
1/4-1/2 teaspoon cay-
enne pepper 
1-2 tablespoon hot pep-
per sauce 
 
Directions: 
 
Mix melted butter and 
seasonings together. If 
nuts are already salted, 
you may skip or cut the 
seasoned salt. Toss sea-
soning with nuts and 
spread evenly in 9X13 
pan. Bake at 300 degrees 
for about 20 minutes. 
Stir after 10 minutes 
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program. 

• Approved a request from Youth For Understanding for use of the Fellow-

ship Hall on Saturday, April 26 from 10am – 5pm. 

• Approved a request from Ann Wallschlaeger for use of the Fellowship Hall 

on Sunday June 1 from 1-6pm. 

Present: Eric Hillstrom, Andy Boneski, Mary Johnson, Mike Szymik, Judy 

Luckow, Cherie Bersch, Marilyn Boettcher, Donna Tess, Sharon Reeder, 

Pastor Tetzlaff 

Absent: None 

Next Council meeting: March 13, 2014 



OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

 On Sunday March 30th, 2014 we will be having a Pot Luck 
Dinner following the service to celebrate “One Great Hour 
of Sharing.” A signup sheet will be located on the bulletin 
board on the stairwell landing to the Fellowship Hall.  
Please signup to bring a dish, salad, or dessert to share.  We 
encourage you to invite friends, neighbors, and families to 
the Pot Luck Dinner.  

On Sunday March 30th, 2014 we will be having a Pot Luck Din-
ner following the service to celebrate “One Great Hour of Shar-
ing.” A signup sheet will be located on the bulletin board on the 
stairwell landing to the Fellowship Hall.  Please signup to bring a 
dish, salad, or dessert to share.  We encourage you to invite 
friends, neighbors, and families to the Pot Luck Dinner.  
 
Outreach Meetings:  Any members wishing to join the committee 
are welcome.  The next Outreach Committee meeting date March 
9th, 2014 following church services.  We will be meeting in the 
Fraederich Education room.  Contact Caroline Romaine at 262-
385-1327 for more information. 

CELEBRATIONS: BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING  

March Birthdays 
1- Ann Wallschlaeger and David Klemish 
3- Rollie Pieper 
6- Brady Ellingson 
7- Elizabeth Johnson 
10- Aiden Pieper 
12- Jennifer Andrae and Vanessa Tetzlaff 
14- Mike Szymik 
16- Andy Boneski 
20- Brynn Thomas 
25- Lauren Kubosch 
27- Marilyn Gabrielsen 
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ST. JOHN’S RUMMAGE AND BAKE SALE  

Clean out your closets, basements and garages.  Spread the 
News to family, friends, co-workers, and neighbors.   Start 
saving now for our Huge Spring Rummage and Bake Sale 
which will be held Friday April 11th and Saturday April 
12th, 2014. You can start bringing Rummage sale items 
Sunday March 30th, 2014. Volunteers will be needed for set 
– up and during Rummage Sale and Bake Sale.  See sign – 
up sheet on bulletin board.  



This year St. John will be hosting the Lenten Meal. 
Several committees have already signed up to provide a meal.  
However, we are looking for someone, group or individual, to 
sign up for April 9.  The sign-up sheet is on the landing bulletin 
board.  Thank You. 
Worship Committee 
 
Any questions, please give me a call.  Thanks, Joan 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
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Thank you to all for your soup donations on Souper Sun-
day.  You can keep bringing in cans of soup for the month 
of February.  So far we have turned in 51 cans of soup and 
66 miscellaneous cans. Women's Guild will be serving chili 
on March 5 for the Ash Wednesday Lenten Meal. Spring 
Cleaning of the church will be Sat April 5 starting at 9:00 
am.  Please bring your own cleaning supplies along. We will 
be meeting on Tuesday, March 4 and will be planning the 
Easter Breakfast. There will not be a business meeting in 
April but we will help set up the rummage sale on Tuesday, 
April 8. We will be selling Shady Lane Nursery coupons 
please see Judy Luckow. Come join us for a night of Fellow-
ship. 

SOUTHEAST ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING  

30- Warren Fraederich and Lynn Dettmering 
31- Kendall Thomas and Kencie Thomas 
 
 
March Anniversaries 
 
5: Scott and Kathy Maly (37 years) 
24: Jim and Karen Hansen (30 years) 
29: John and Staci Delain (6 years) 
30: Sam and Jodi Schneider (27 years) 
 
If someone’s birthday or anniversary is missing or if the 
date is incorrect, please notify Mary Ann Toth. 

WOMENS GUILD NEWS 

 

Mark May 3, 2014 on your calendars! In order to help 
churches to plan in advance, the Association Administrative 
team has scheduled the 2014 SE Association Annual Meet-
ing for Saturday, May 3, 2014.  The location is yet to be de-
termined. Please start watching the SEA website this com-
ing winter for more information on time, theme, registra-
tion materials, and location. 



  



Please consider signing up for Fellowship following church services in 
our Fellowship Hall (a clip board with the signup sheet is located near 
the kitchen).  Join us after church.  Everyone is welcome.  Any questions 
contact Sharon Reeder at 262-251-5946. 

Sunday, March 2, 2014  Greeters: Marilyn Boettcher 
Communion by Intinction  Ushers: Andy Boneski and Mike Szymik 
    Liturgist: Rollie Pieper 
 
Sunday, March 9, 2014  Greeters: Marilyn Gabrielsen 
    Ushers: Bob and Jeannie Lehmann 
    Liturgist: Colten Thomas 
 
Sunday, March 16, 2014  Greeter: Gary Johnson Family 
    Ushers:  Rich and Cherie Bersch 
    Liturgist: Diane Daub  
 
Sunday,  March 23, 2014 Greeters: Gayle Johnson  
    Ushers: Matt and Merry Lison 
    Liturgist: Merry Lison 
 
Sunday,  March 30, 2014 Greeters: Annaliesa Kubosch 
    Ushers: Eric and Susan Hillstrom 
    Liturgist: Eric Hillstrom  

March/April/May 
 
Milwaukee Bucks Game, 
Saturday March 8th at 8pm. 
Watch the Milwaukee Bucks 
play the Washington Wiz-
ards at “Faith & Family 
Night.” All youth 14 and un-
der will receive a free Bucks 
miniball. After the game 
there will be a free Christian 
concert . Tickets are $15 
each. 
 
“Hills & Valleys: A Journey 
through the Psalms” Lenten 
Worship Series every 
Wednesday. Community 
Meal at 6:15pm; Worship at 
7pm. 
 
 
 

“One Great Hour of Shar-
ing” Potluck. Sunday, 
March 30, After service. 
 
Rummage Sale – Start 
cleaning out closets, base-
ments, garages, for the 2014 
Rummage Sale.  Friday 
April 11 and Saturday April 
12, 9:00am to 4:00pm.  
 
Fellowship Outing: “Seven 
Brides for Seven Brothers” 
at Menomonee Falls Patio 
Players. May 4 at 2:00pm.   

GREETERS, USHERS, AND LITURGIST  

UPCOMING EVENTS  
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ST. JOHN UCC 

N104W14181 Donges Bay Rd. 

Germantown, WI  53022 

 

 

Our Mission is to Celebrate, Reach 

Out, Enrich, and Welcome in the 

name of Jesus Christ . 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please contact Pastor Tara if you have any Prayer Requests.  
Please understand that consent from the individual for the prayer request to be made 
public.  
 
In The Event of Severe Weather 
Any cancellations of worship services or other activities at St. John can be found by 
watching local television channels 4, 6, 12 & 58 (they also post this information on their 
respective websites), as well as by accessing the St. John website – 
www.stjohnuccgermantown.org. 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 

PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 


