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THE PA

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
I must begin my letter with an expression of thanks for
allowing me the privilege each year of spending a week
of service directing camp at Pilgrim Center. Each year I
have led a different age group for a week. Campers participate in all of the usual summer camp activities:
swimming, canoeing/kayaking, hiking, outdoor games,
crafts, as well as devoting one hour of each day to
“curriculum” in which we explicitly teach the kids Bible
stories and other information around that year’s central theme. This
year our theme was “Stories of Great Courage” and so we looked at such
great stories as Queen Esther, Moses and the Burning Bush, Daniel in
the Lion’s Den, and more. Because we were also emphasizing the importance of story-telling as a means of sharing information and empowering us to use our own voices to name our own experiences of courage
we also highlighted stories of courage from both our history and contemporary settings. We explored the stories of Civil Rights through the
examples of Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King Jr. and
Abraham Heschel. We celebrated the importance of following one’s
dreams and embracing our own identities in the story of Maria Tallchief, the Native American woman who was America’s first great prima
ballerina. Through the story of Harvey Milk we talked about the courage it takes for people to work for equal rights for LGBT people.
Through small victories, such as trying a new food, overcoming the fear
of heights on the rock wall, or the various water recreation activities the
kids were able to give voice to the idea that God is with them and empowering them to do things with “great courage”. Of course the larger
meaning was more than just doing the things we fear but of being able
to do so out of a motivation of the heart---for the good of others, to give
glory to God, etc.
One of my own stories of great courage was going out kayaking midweek. Kayaking has always been an activity I was envious of, but had
feared doing because of bad canoeing experiences in my past. Having
the courage to go out and do it was not simply about overcoming fears
but it was also an effort to expand my ability to “journey with” the children and youth I was directing. By overcoming my own fear, I was exhibiting great courage in a way that empowered others who were fearful
of doing something new---to help them to know that others understood
and were there to support and encourage. For many of the kids in my
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DISCRETIONARY FUND
The newly formed Discretionary Fund is financially supported by the Mission Alive
Committee. The purpose of
the fund is designed to help
church members and their
families in cases of unusual or
unexpected financial burdens.
Pastor Tara has money set
aside for this emergency. If
you are experiencing a financial hardship, please talk with
Pastor Tara. Pastor does not
report use of this fund to any
committee or church member
(this is a private matter). This
Fund has been approved by
the Church Council and the
Mission Alive Committee.

group, this was their first time away from home and it took a great deal of
courage to begin this first little step into taking responsibility for themselves
and exploring what it meant to be an individual as separate from their parents and siblings. It is small steps like these that lay the foundation for other
bigger acts of courage in the future.
Recently I had an opportunity to sit down with a grad student who shared
her struggles with me over a situation in which she was stalked over a long
period of time and we explored how even little things we take for granted
(being alone in a building, walking to your car after dark) could create situations where great courage was needed. I’ve been talking more and more with
youth and young adults who grew up and were confirmed in churches but
have stopped going. I found it fascinating that in many of their stories what
ended their relationship with the church wasn’t boredom or laziness…it was
a lack of courage from those they saw as “the adults” in the congregation.
While these kids were seeing, experiencing, and often struggling with issues
around gender and sexuality, racism, sexism, poverty, and more, they realized the grownups who had wanted them to be learning the Bible when they
were in Sunday School were themselves afraid or ambivalent toward doing
something about the injustice all around them.
The children and youth of our congregations and communities are not just
our future but our present, they are looking to us to continue offering stories
of great courage, modeling for them how we step out of our own comfort
zones to do and try new things for the sake of the gospel, to live out the values of Jesus: a concern for the poor, freedom for the oppressed, and justice
for the downtrodden. Take courage---the kids are watching and waiting for
you!
Keeping the Faith,
Pastor Tara

GARDENING WITH GOD
Join us on Tuesday mornings from 9-11am as we
work to maintain our beautiful prayer garden. We
conclude with a brief devotional and refreshments.

REVOLUTIONARY READERS BOOK CLUB
Our book club is open to all regardless of church affiliation (invite your
friends!). We meet the third Wednesday of each month beginning at 6pm at
Latitudes Coffee House (near the corner of Pilgrim Rd. & County Line).
September 20th—What is the Bible? How an Ancient Library of Poems,
Letters, and Stories Can Transform the Way You Think and Feel About
Everything by Rob Bell (if you would like the Pastor to order the book
please advise—cost is approximately $18)
October 18th – Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson (Cost is approximately
$10—contact Pastor Tara to order)
November 15th – Eat, Pray Love: One Woman’s Search for Everything
Across Italy, India and Indonesia by Elizabeth Gilbert (Cost is approximately $10—contact Pastor Tara to order)
December 20th – The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho (cost TBD—contact pastor Tara if interested in ordering)
Study guides for each book will be available in the entryway a month in advance.
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EDUCATIONAL & SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES
WOMEN’S GUILD NEWS
Our first meeting for the fall will be September 13 at 7:00 pm. ( One
week later than normal due to the Craft Fair) The program will be the
benefit of massage therapy from the Wisconsin School of Massage Therapy. The October meeting is October 4 at 7:00 pm. Melissa Luckow
will be doing a L'BRI skin care and make up demonstration.
BINGO BASH
The annual Bingo Bash will be held on Wednesday, August 16 at
12:30pm. Everyone is invited to attend. We start with dessert and then
the games with lots of prizes. Invite your family and friends—all ages!
Please sign-up on the sheet on the bulletin board.
CRAFT FAIR—SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH
Posters are available at the church office. Please help advertise for the
fair!!
If you need extra raffle tickets to buy or sell they are available in the
narthex. If you can, please return all unsold tickets, sold stubs and
money early.
Thank you to those who have donated cash or prizes for the raffle. Envelopes for cash donations are available on the bulletin board on the
landing. Also, gift cards are available from our scrip program. New
items can also be donated.
The quilt is hanging in the narthex.
Don’t forget to sign up to donate a theme basket. An idea list and sign
up poster is located in the narthex.
Don’t forget to donate items for our craft booth.

Since the big day of the Fair is not that far away, enclosed is a
questionnaire so you can volunteer to help. If you aren’t available
the day of the Fair, perhaps you can help put out posters two weeks
before the Fair or get to church set up in advance. There are lots
of ways to help! You can turn in your completed form to the
church office.
READ WITH ME
Do you want to see where the children’s books go that we collect each
year? Pastor Tara is organizing a day for our church to volunteer at Next
Door Milwaukee. Our shift would be from 9-11am. Available dates are
August 1st, 3rd or 8th. Sign up at church or contact Pastor Tara for more
information.
BOOK DRIVE
We are once again collecting children’s books for Next Door Milwaukee’s
“Books for Kids” program. There will be a collection box in the lobby for
new and gently used board books and picture books for children 0-6. The
collection will run through August. By expanding the number and frequency of reading experiences Books for Kids inspires young people to
develop an appreciation and love for books. As a result, Milwaukee children improve reading fundamentals, school preparedness, and their
chances of achieving long-term academic success.

ATTENTION KNITTERS
AND CROCHETTERS
The Prayer
Shawl Ministry is engaged
in knitting and
crocheting
prayer shawls
and lap blankets for those facing physical
challenges, the homebound,
newly baptized and others.
These gifts are meant as tangible
signs of God’s love and the
prayers of our congregation for
that individual.
The group meets at Latitudes
Coffee House (corner of Pilgrim
& County Line Rd.) on the 2nd
Wed of the month from 2-4pm.
Our next meeting is August 9th.
SPECIAL MEETING
We will also meet on August
10th at St. John at 2pm to
work on the Welcome Blankets

Library
Did you know
that in addition to our
outdoor
“Little Free
Library”, we
also have a lending library inside
the church? Find something you
like?—Just fill in your name on
the index card in the book pocket
(located in the inside front cover
or back) and drop it in the plastic
box. When you return your item
simply place it in the box below
the shelves and we will take care
of re-shelving it for you.
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Fellowship
Please consider signing up
for Fellowship following
church services in our Fellowship Hall (a clip board
with the sign - up sheet is
located near the kitchen).
Join us after church. All
members and friends are
welcome. Any question
contact Sharon Reeder at
262-251-5946.
*June 11th – August 2017
- Juice and Coffee – Will
be served in the (Narthex)
lobby upstairs.
Dates available for members to sign – up for Fellowship:
September 3rd, 17th, 24th
Dates Committees are
serving Fellowship:
September 10th – Fall
Celebration Sunday –
Outreach Committee &
Christian Board of Ed.
Outreach Meetings:
Any members wishing to
join the committee are welcome. The next Outreach
Committee meeting is August 20th, 2017. We meet
in the Fraederich Education
room. Contact Caroline
Romaine at 262-385-1327
for more information.
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NEWS FROM OUTREACH COMMITTEE
Our first Brat Fry was held Saturday June 24th, 2017 at the Menomonee
Falls Pick n’ Save on Appleton Ave. Our Brat Fry sale profit was $ 260.00.
Our second Brat Fry was held Saturday July 8th, 2017 at the Menomonee
Falls Pick n’ Save on County Line Rd. Our Brat Fry sale profit was
$300.00 . Proceeds from the profit will be used for future Outreach events
and 10% of the proceeds will be given to Mission Alive. Thank you to
those who came out to enjoy a Brat! Thank you to those who volunteered
at the Brat Fry.
Mark your calendars - Up Coming Events:

August 2017
St. John Adult Fellowship
Milwaukee Brewers Outing
Milwaukee Brewers vs Cincinnati Reds . Sunday, August 13th
(Game Starts at 1:10 pm). $20.00 & Dish to Pass, Gets You: Game Ticket/
Tailgate Party. $5.00 toward Parking for Cars with 5 or more. Meet at
Wick Field (51st Vliet) 10:30am.

September 2017
September 10th, 2017 – Fall Celebration Sunday (Rally Day) – Celebration
to follow service in the Fellowship Hall. Come and join us.
Robert’s Frozen Custard Fundraiser - Date to be announced

October 2017
Sunday October 1st, 2017 - Neighbor’s in Need Pot luck Dinner.
Volunteers needed:
Volunteers will be needed to provide rides to church members who do not
have transportation to - from church. Please contact the church office
or Pastor Tara Tetzlaff if interested in volunteering at 262-251-0640.

Recipe Corner
St. John U.C.C. has some wonderful cooks and bakers and
during Fellowship, Potluck Dinners or Vacation Bible
School we have had requests for some of the recipes. Each
month in the Heartbeat Newsletter the Outreach Committee
will enter a new recipe. If you have one you would like to
submit, please drop it off in the church office, clearly labeled and we will put it in the Recipe Corner.
Snack Mix

Recipe from Donna Tess

Cracklin’ Oat Bran Cereal
Peanut Butter M & M’s
Chocolate covered Cranberries
Praline Pecans
1 – 2 cups of each; amounts depend on how much you want. You can use
whatever ingredients you like. Store extra’s in a covered container.
Enjoy with friends and family

COLLECTION IS EASY!!!
We are collecting Boxtops for Crossroad Child & Family Services, Inc., Fort
Wayne, Indiana, which is a member of CHHSM—the Council for Health and Human Service Ministries of the United Church of Christ. Campbell’s UPC codes
are also needed.
We will only be collecting “Box Tops for Education”. There is a
collection box in the lobby. Please continue to support us with
your box tops for education and while shopping at Amazon
Smile, Kroger and Target; by registering on their websites and
selecting Crossroad Child & Family Services as your choice of
charity.

THANK YOU!
A total of 137 Campbell's Soup labels/boxtops for kids have been sent to
Crossroad Family & Child Services. Thank you for your continued support.
ADULT BIBLE STUDY

We have several great studies coming up for the fall. We will begin
with a video-based study entitled “Embracing the Prophets in Contemporary Culture: Walter Brueggemann on Confronting Today’s
‘Pharaohs’” from the “Embracing” study series developed by Tim
Scorer. Just in time for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation
(celebrating Luther’s publishing of the 95 theses on October 31st), we
will have a four week study utilizing “500: A Study Guide for the
500th Anniversary of the Reformation”. During the Advent season we
will utilize Mary Lou Redding’s “While We Wait: Living the Questions of Advent” beginning on Nov. 27th. The full schedule for the Fall
is listed on the next page…….
(continued on page 6)

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS UPDATE








Baked beans
Boxed or bagged potato mix
Canned peas
Canned pasta
Hamburger Helper mixes
Chunky soup
Mandarin oranges, pineapple, mixed fruit
 Flavored rice mixes (Rice-aroni type)
 Salad dressing/BBQ sauce
 Cookies/snacks
 Refried beans
 Low sodium vegetables
 Dry soup mixes
 Sugar and flour
 Cake frosting
 Pickles and olives
 Dish Soap
 Stuffing
 Chicken Noodle Soup
 Lotion, Shampoo, Deodorant
Anything you can donate will be
appreciated.

BLESSING BAGS
The Outreach Committee, in
conjunction with Mission
Alive, has embarked on a project of ministry to the homeless. We put together
“Blessing Bags for the Homeless”. These packages, which
are the size of a Zip-Lock bag,
will contain various items
such as energy bars, bottled
water, cleansing wipes, mints,
etc. The “Blessing Bags” are
available in the lobby to
church members who may
keep them in their cars and
have them handy when meeting individual’s in-need while
driving throughout the area.
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AUGUST
LITURGISTS
6 John Schaetzel
13 Mary Johnson
20 Joan Schaetzel
27 Mary Johnson
GREETERS
USHERS
6 B. & J. Lehmann
13 Karen Becker &
Chris Pickett
20 Donna Tess & Carol
Vanderlois
27 Polly & Tom Weber

We are in need of Liturgists and Greeters.
If you are interested in
either of these, or
both, please contact
Barb in the church office for more information.

MAINTENANCE
It’s grass cutting time again.
We have contracted with
Rock Solid to cut the church
and cemetery grounds at a
cost of $80 per cut. To help
defray this cost, we are asking for donations towards
this expense. Just mark your
donation for “lawn cutting”.
Thank you for your consideration.
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ADULT BIBLE STUDY (continued)
More info on “Embracing the Prophets”: Walter Brueggemann, arguably
America's leading Old Testament scholar and theologian, takes us on a
wild ride through the poetic prophecy of the Hebrew Scripture, identifying
cultural contexts, putting a framework to Israel's history, and, most significantly, and at times challengingly - drawing connections between Israel's
sociological, economic and spiritual status and that of America today.
What was the message of these remarkable poet-prophets in their own
time and place? What is their message for us today? Who are today's prophetic voices? How has the contemporary church been coopted by culture?
What steps can we take to reclaim the prophetic message of distributive
justice, nonviolence, loss and hope? And what is your role in bringing
God's perspective to today's society?
Sessions will be held on Monday mornings beginning at 11am and concluding at noon. Those who are interested in an evening or weekend session
should contact Pastor Tara with your availability (day of week and time of
day---if there is sufficient interest we will schedule a second session).
Please contact Pastor Tara to obtain a copy of the study books.
“Embracing the Prophets” – Cost is $10
“500” – Cost is $5
“While We Wait” – Cost to be determined (should be available
in September).
Sept. 11—Embracing the Prophets-Session 1: Moses, Pharaoh, the Prophets and Us
Sept. 18 – Embracing the Prophets-Session 2: The Prophets as Uncredentialed Purveyors of Covenant
Sept. 25 – Embracing the Prophets-Session 3: Moral Coherence in a
World of Power, Money and Violence
Oct. 2 – Embracing the Prophets-Session 4: The Shrill Rhetoric that
Breaks Denial
Oct. 9 – Embracing the Prophets-Session 5: The Grief of Loss as Divine
Judgment
Oct. 16 – Embracing the Prophets-Session 6: The Promissory Language
that Breaks Despair
Oct. 23 – BREAK/Makeup Session
Oct. 30 – Reformation – Session 1: Reformation Basics
Nov. 6 – Reformation – Session 2: The Bible
Nov. 13 – Reformation Session 3: Hot Buttons
Nov. 20 – Reformation Session 4: Summing Up
Nov. 27 – Advent Session 1: “Living in Hope: What will you give me?”,
Dec. 4 – Advent Session 2: “Finding a Home: Why have I found favor in
your sight?”
Dec. 11 – Advent Session 3: “The Wonder of Being Sought: Why has this
happened to me?”
Dec. 18 – Advent Session 4: “Wrestling with Mystery: How can this be?”,
Jan. 8 – Advent Session : “Sharing the Light: Where is the One?”

CELEBRATIONS: BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
4 Izzabella Delain
5 Jackson Hintz
9 Jim Toth
12 Carol Vanderlois
16 Kevin Andrae
18 Kathy Maly
19 Jay Schaetzel
David Reeder

20 Corrine Szymik
21 Stephanie Toth
24 Amy Wallschlaeger
26 Ashley Skrober
27 Donna Tess
28 Elliot Romaine

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
2 Jason & Janelle Lietzau
10 David & Sharon Reeder
20 Jeff & Kay Wendt

AUGUST CALENDAR
1st– 9am Gardening w/
God
8th—9am Gardening w/
God
9th—2pm Prayer Shawl at
Latitudes Coffee Shop
10th—2pm Prayer Shawl
at St. John
6:30pm Council Mtg.
13th—Brewer Outing

15th—9am Gardening w/
God
16th—12:30pm Bingo Bash
20th—9am Outreach Meeting
21st—6:30pm Craft Fair
Mtg.
22nd—9am Gardening w/
God
29th—9am Gardening w/
God

SAVE THE DATE—SEPTEMBER 10th
Fall Celebration and Sunday School Kick-off

PRAYER LIST


Prayers for Mike
Szymik



Prayers for our
church that it may
grow



Prayers for Mary
Ann Toth



Prayers for Kirk
(Lois Cozzuli's son)
and Nicole (Lois
Cozzuli's daughter



Prayers for Laura
W., as she battles
cancer



Prayers for Tim
Roskopf, son of
Karen Roskopf



Prayers for Stacy C.,
daughter of Janet
Robinson



Prayers for Kathleen
DeWall, recovering
from surgery



Prayers for Serena,
sister of Mary Johnson



Prayers for Jason,
grandson of Karen
Roskopf

ADDRESS CHANGE:
MaryAnn Toth
c/o The Pavilion of Glacier Valley
1900 American Eagle Dr., Room 613B
Slinger, WI 53086
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PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

ST. JOHN UCC
N104W14181 Donges Bay Rd.
Germantown, WI 53022

Our Mission is to Celebrate, Reach
Out, Enrich, and Welcome in the
name of Jesus Christ.

WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday Worship Service at St. John UCC—
10:30am
Sunday Worship Service at Our Saviour’s UCC—
8:30am

